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BABRU—-T v 7R EMEE A/B(ntegrated Exercises for Japanese
Language Proficiency Level A/B
By Mizue Sasaki et al. Tokyo: The Japan Times, 2000.124 pp.¥1.800
(accompanied by a CD)

reviewed by Atsushi Fukuda and Emiko Ito

two exercise books are part of a series developed primarily as
preparation materials for the Japanese Language Proficiency Test (hence-
forth JLPT). Each book is accompanied by an answer key booklet and an
audio CD for listening exercises. The answer key booklet also contains
the scripts for the audio materials and a short teacher’s manual.

According to the teacher’s manual, Level A covers Level 1 of the



JLPT, while Level B is for Levels 2. Level C, which is not under

review here, is written for elementary- and intermediate-level learners.

The authors claim that the series is closely geared to a new proficiency

test being developed to replace the current JLPT. Also noteworthy is the
fact that the authors included materials that are outside the scope of the
JLPT whenever they thought doing so was warranted (mainly in the
vocabulary section).

The sound quality on the audio CD’s is good, and the quantity of audio
materials is plentiful. The Level A CD contains 73 minutes and the Level
B CD 68 minutes. The exercise books are organized as follows.

Part 1: Placement Test

Part I : I Listening
I Reading
I Kanji and Vocabulary
IV Function Words

These exercise books are unique in two ways. First, they begin with a
“placement test “ designed to find weaknesses and gaps in the learner’s
knowledge and skills.(Technically speaking, given the purpose of this
test, it probably ought to have been called a diagnostic test.) The test
consists of four sections; kanji and vocabulary, listening comprehension,
grammar, and reading comprehension. Once the test is taken and scored
the learner is guided to word on certain exercises depending on that he
or she missed. This feature, somewhat reminiscent of computer-based

materials, would be useful for learners who wish to brush up on their
weak areas in short amount of time, say, right before taking the JLPT.
Second, the authors have attempted to incorporate academic Japanese
into the reading section. Level A covers law, economics, information
processing, and environmental studies, while Level B covers sociology,
Japanese literature, and information science. Reading passages used in
the academic Japanese section are excerpts from college fresh-man- and
sophomore-revel introductory textbooks and reference works, and newspaper
articles of roughly the same level. Therefore , the authors claim that
the questions based on these passages do not necessarily require technical
knowledge in each discipline.

We found the listening questions to be very well thought out. Particularly




noteworthy are those questions that ask the learner to make inferences

based on conversations.(D

These questions are likely to help foster the learner’s communication
skills. As mentioned above, the audio recording is crisp and clean studio
quality, but it might have been useful to include some conversations that

contain natural environmental noise and/or natural deviations from perfect

utterances (e.g. false starts and hesitations).®

The reading section contains curious exercises ranging from task-based

activities to intensive reading. It also includes academic reading, as dis-

cussed above. The passages chosen are somewhat short and may be seen

by some as unsatisfying in that respect.®

The Kanji and vocabulary section is broken into eight topic areas, such
as politics, economics, and mass communication. Each subsection has a
list of basic vocabulary items to learn, following by three sets of multiple-
choice questions. The basic items listed, however, do not necessarily

appear in the questions. The questions ,therefore, present additional

vocabulary. No translation or explanation is provided for any item, and

many items appear isolation. @

Thus, this section would be useful in mentally organizing items the
learner is already familiar with, but not so useful in acquiring new ones,
especially in a self-study situation.

The final section is devoted to “function words” which is to be very
broadly understood as including even the honorific forms of verbs. These
items are classified into eight categories, such as time, topicalization,
emphasis, degree, relation, and assertion. This section is similar to the last
section, with a list of items to learn followed by questions, but different
in that the items listed appear in the questions in context. Since no
translation or explanation is provided for any item, the learner is assumed
either to be more or less familiar with them already or to have access to
other learning resources such as grammar reference books and tutors.

Items presented in Level A include 'ya ina ya' 'as soon as ‘(time), ‘taritomo'
‘not even °‘(degree), 'oyoginaku sareu' ‘orced to’(assertion). Level A
contains 83 items and Level B 106. Many of them are characteristic of



written / formal style.
We would like to make a few overall comments. The authors seem to

have made a conscious effort to include such current topics as the

destruction of the ozone layer ,cellular phones ,dioxin ,and GLAY (a popular

Japanese rock group). This is good in that the materials can also be used

for instruction in Nihon Jijyo’ the latest in Japan’ especially outside Japan.

®

The only worry is how this might affect the shelf-life of the books.
At the beginning of each section, the authors took pains to provide

study tips or learning strategies, but these are all in Japanese. ®The

answer booklet simply gives answer keys and provides no explanation.
Therefore, especially in JFL contest, these books are accessible only to
advanced learners as self-study materials. In a classroom context, learners
should be able to work on many of the exercises with the teacher’s guidance.
We found a handful of errors ranging from a simple typographical errors to
questions with two possible answers, but for first editions, the errors are few
and far between.

Overall, these books function well as kitsu for preparing for the
JLPT. They also go beyond that to provide diagnostic tools and valuable
exercises that teachers can make good use of with intermediate to advanced

learners.



